MAYFORD VILLAGE SOCIETY
HELP PROTECT OUR GREEN BELT

Respond to the Woking Scoping consultation by Sunday 16th August

Woking Borough Council has launched the Scoping stage of the new Development Plan (DPD)
which sets the planning rules for the next 15-20 years. This stage decides what evidence the
Council will use when drafting the new Local Plan, including which land retains Green Belt
protection.

Once these rules are set, they are exceedingly difficult to change. If residents do not respond
now, the Council may exclude crucial evidence needed to protect the Green Belt and address
the cumulative impact of development in Mayford, Hook Heath, and Sutton Green.

This Local plan scoping consultation is part of the new plan making system and is separate to
the exercise that took place in autumn 2025 and from any previous objections to planning
applications, such as those on land North of Saunders Lane or on Sutton Green golf course. It
is therefore vitally important that as many residents as possible take this opportunity to make
their views known by completing the WBC online survey.

How to respond (takes 5 minutes)

Complete the Council’s online questionnaire, below are some potential responses to the
questions posed in the survey. You may find these helpful when presenting your own views but
please avoid emotional or political remarks. Make sure you have your say.

Online survey: https://wokingsays.woking.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/regulation-20-consultation

An electronic copy of these answers can be copied and edited from www.mayfordvs.co.uk

Suggested online survey answers.

1. Vision for Woking

Yes. But the vision must commit to protecting the Green Belt as a priority, requiring robust
plan-wide evidence before any Green Belt review is considered. It must also address GP
shortages, cumulative infrastructure issues and protect Arcadian areas to maintain Woking’s
character as a desirable place to live.

2. Efficient use of land

No. Efficient land use is not an exceptional circumstance for Green Belt review. Everything
possible should be done to protect the Green Belt. The plan must prioritise development of
brownfields sites, require brownfield capacity studies, density analysis, settlement capacity
assessments, and full infrastructure evidence before any Green Belt changes are considered.
Any Green belt review should correct the well documented flaws in the 2014 review.


https://wokingsays.woking.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/regulation-20-consultation
http://www.mayfordvs.co.uk/

3. Meeting Future Housing Need

Yes, but housing numbers alone cannot determine growth locations. Mayford is not a
sustainable location due to transport issues, drainage constraints, and flood-sensitive land.
Where development relies on rail access, developers must fund safe walking and cycling
routes to stations.

4. Shaping the Borough’s future economy

Yes, but economic priorities must not justify development in unsustainable Green Belt
locations. Growth should be focused where good transport, services and infrastructure
already exist.

5. A greener, more resilient Woking

Yes, the current policy Escarpment & Rising Ground CS24 is a good starting point for
addressing this issue and avoids development on the rising ground south of Hook Heath.
There is no evidence that climate change will reverse, so planning assumptions should avoid
flood-sensitive areas and ensure water companies improve drainage and water supplies in
advance of new developments.

6. Moving around Woking

Yes, Whilst, developments near railway stations are desirable, if there is to be any
development south of Woking there needs to be significant developer support to make them
accessible. Worplesdon station is difficult to access safely on foot or by bicycle. Transport
modelling on cumulative development impact must be part of the evidence base and
mitigation measures put in place before any growth locations are considered. Ensure new
developments provide adequate parking.

7. Infrastructure and Community Facilities

Yes, but infrastructure capacity must be assessed cumulatively. Mayford already experiences
drainage failures, limited utilities capacity and pressure on local services. Infrastructure must
be delivered before development.

8. How we will engage with you throughout the process

No. The consultation is during summer holidays when many residents are away and
communication appears to be entirely aimed at computer capable residents. A way must be
found to capture the views of the less computer savvy, including direct letters and
village-level drop-in sessions.

Why your response matters

Without resident comments, there is a real risk that existing Green Belt protections could be
weakened or removed. Your response ensures the Council must use the correct evidence.

REMEMBER you have until Sunday the 16th of August to respond



